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On a summer evening, April 
and Jason Kelling were sit-
ting at their dining room 

table when April spontaneously asked, 
“Is there anything you’d really like to 
do?” Her husband, an insurance broker, 
simply responded, “Drive a racecar 
around a track.” The conversation con-
tinued with a very out-of-character 
response from April, “I want to go to 
modeling school.” 

For most, the thought of modeling is 
a mere fantasy, and the same was true 
for April. An accountant and mother of 
one, with a second child due in four 
months, April donned a set of braces 
and viewed herself as a bona fide tom-
boy, making her an unlikely candidate in 
the modeling world. But that would not 
stop April. She knew this decision went 
beyond beauty. “I knew it was time for a 
change,” adds April. After months of 
training and modeling classes, the 
young mother began the transformation 
that would crown her Mrs. South Dakota 
and give new meaning for life. 

Growing up east of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, April had never dreamed of 
gracing the runway, yet she readily 
admits that competing in the 2008 Mrs. 

America pageant wasn’t her first time in 
front of judges. “I showed Arabian hors-
es in 4-H as a youth,” she laughs. Aware 
that she was adopted, April always had a 
special relationship with her parents. “I 
believe it was God’s plan that my mom 
and dad were to be my parents, I just 
needed to enter the world through a 
different way,” she adds. 

Upon graduation, April went on to 
earn a degree in accounting, a decision 
she held close to her heart. “I picked my 
career because it was a great profession 
and I knew it would be flexible with rais-
ing a family,” adds April. Years later, she 
began working for one of the largest 
public accounting firms in the area, and 
proceeded to start her own turf man-
agement company with her husband.   

After maintaining a relationship with 
her high school sweetheart, April mar-
ried Jason Kelling and they settled into 
family life. “We were known as the 
‘Country Corner couple’ because we 
met at a friendly gas station called the 
‘Country Corner’ where we worked 
together for more than six years,” April 
adds. “Our relationship started as best 
friends, and that friendship has always 
been the foundation of our marriage.” 

Always a Winner
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