Six years later, they welcomed their son Logan. “To me, having
children just enhances my belief in marriage, which is the utmost
promise and commitment that can be made.” After learning they
would soon be parents to a second child, April abandoned her past
hobbies. “I sold my horse and really started looking for a change.”
After months of soul searching, April realized what she needed to
do: follow her dreams of becoming a model.

April researched modeling schools and enrolled in a nine-
month program. She learned techniques such as walking, hair, and
make-up. While the techniques for modeling focused on educa-
tion, April's self-confidence grew — a quality April felt she was lack-
ing. She says, “l worked in various office settings where | dealt with
numbers all day. Modeling was special for me because | was able to
see a new and creative industry and meet some very creative
people, very different from my profession.”

Officially out of her comfort zone, April encountered situations
that forced her to face her fears. “I wasn't used to getting up in
front of people,” she laughs. “But beginning my journey to find a
deeper meaning in life taught me how to work from the outside
in.” In the beginning, April shared her new hobby with only a few
people. She feared her new hobby would be viewed as a vain deci-
sion. But eventually, she realized how healthy her decision was for
the soul, and she began to share her story with hope others would
keep an open mind.

After a few months, April embraced her decision to pursue
modeling and her transformation was taking shape when she was
asked to run for Mrs. South Dakota. She says, “It was like all the
stars were in line. | found this beautiful dress and all this support
just came out of the woodwork. All | needed was a swimsuit and
to say yes.”
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