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It had been one year since daughter, Lana, was born. April was 
now in the position to put her life-changing decision to good use. 
“God was encouraging me to do this. Looking back at all the won-
derful opportunities to make a difference in the community, it’s 
like I always knew it was right.” 

April knew the pageant would be an opportunity to share her 
positive and personal experience with adoption. It was also the 
perfect representation of marriage and family, two values of impor-
tance in April’s life. 

“I never really felt like the Mrs. South Dakota pageant was a 
competition,” admits April. After mingling with fellow contestants 
and meeting new friends, April almost forgot there was a crown at 
stake. And just before answering the final question, a flood of tears 
reminded her of what she was there to do, to win. “With every-
thing I learned about myself in preparation for the state pageant, 
and the commitment I made to work with women and families 
facing an unplanned pregnancy, I walked into the pageant that 
morning already feeling like a winner,” she adds. “But it was so 
special to receive the crown and see all my family and friends 
cheering me on.” 

Fresh out of modeling school and donning the title of Mrs. 
South Dakota, April focused on working in the community. She 
began volunteering for a local organization where she could pro-
mote her platform of adoption, in addition to a multitude of other 
community volunteer opportunities. “My goal is to be involved 
with a community event every month, and volunteer my services 
one afternoon a week,” she laughs, despite raising two young chil-
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