dren and running a busy household.
From working with young women and

children, to speaking at events, April
has been enjoying her time in the spot-
light, and she knows despite the initial

misconception of vanity, her decision to
become a model and compete in a pag-
eant has added meaning to her life.

April's real challenge came in
September when she went to Tucson,
Arizona to compete in the Mrs. America
pageant. With a sleuth of support from
family and friends, she decided to ask
local business for support, with hope of
acquiring additional sponsorships and
contributions. “But | knew | couldn’t do
it alone.” Her hope proved that where
there is a will, there is a way. Within
weeks, business and community sup-
port poured in, enabling April to com-
pete as South Dakota’'s own in full glory.
“I was lent jewelry containing over
twenty-nine carats from Bechtold’s
Jewelers, and my gown was sponsored
and hand-sewn by Evenings by Design.”

A list of other businesses followed,
rounding out April's trip to nationals.
“The excitement of the event drove me
to push myself beyond my wildest imag-
ination. Encouragement came from so
many people. It was an overwhelming
feeling of kindness and love to have the
support of a great community and your
family and friends through such a posi-
tive time of my life. Even though April
didn't take home the title,
she says she took home
much more. “l went into this
a country girl, and never
imagined in my wildest
dreams that I'd be where I'm at
today,” adds April of her experi-
ence. It was an honor to com-
pete in a pageant that stresses
the importance of love and family
and being a married woman.”

Today, April is continuing her
mission to give back to the commu-
nity as she rounds out her year as
Mrs. South Dakota. With a booked
calendar and a bright outlook, she con-
tinues to use her title to do much more
than play the role of a beauty queen —
she is teaching others to follow their
dreams. D
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“...it was so special to
receive the crown and
see all my family and friends

cheering me on.”
April Kelling
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